ADVANCED PLACEMENTENGLISH
Socratic Seminars
Mortimer Adler’s The Paideia Program: an Educational Syllabus advocates a combination of three teaching methods: didactics, coaching., and Socratic questioning. The book has an excellent chapter on each method, and makes a good starting place. Although the method is commonly used in a seminar format, you can use it in any form of discussion. Briefly it is a method of leading students to understand a concept through a series of question rather than just telling them. The system may be difficult at first, particularly if the “didactaholic,” but the rewards for both student and teacher are great. Teachers can reach the point where they answer almost no textual question directly, but only with other questions. By the end of the first quarter, students will be starting to think things through themselves without coming to the teacher. They carry over these skills in small and large group discussions. 
The Great Books Foundation will train you to lead what they call “Shared Inquiry,” which is a Socratic Seminar. “As a shared inquiry leader, you do not impart information or present your own opinions, but guide participants in reaching their own interpretations. You do this by posing thought-provoking questions and by following up purposefully on what participants say. In doing so, you help them develop both the flexibility of mind to consider problems from many angles, and the discipline to analyze ideas critically.” At http://www.greatbooks.org, the Foundation’s web site: will tell you where in your area training sessions are given,. The training is about $150, but well worth it. AVID also has training at its summer institutes, but they are usually booked‹.

The Foundation for Critical Thinking (https://www.criticalthinking.org/) has also published some materials on it, including the booklet Socratic Questioning & Role Playing. It’s available on-line from their bookstore.
And of course you can observe the “Master” in action, Socrates himself, in Plato’s Dialogues.
Some additional on-line resources:
“The Socratic Method: Teaching by Asking Instead of by Telling,” by Rick Garlikov. A transcript of a teaching experiment, using the Socratic method, with a regular third grade class in a suburban elementary school.

http://www.garlikov.com/Soc_Meth.html
Using the Socratic Method by Rick Garlikov

http://www.garlikov.com/teaching/smmore.htm
A Lesson Plan designed specifically for discussions regarding ethical choices and moral values. It is a way of using Socratic Method as a tool for helping young people know and do what’s right.

http://www.goodcharacter.com/Socratic_method.html
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